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Gun Owners' Action League
N o r t h b o r o ,  M A  0 1 5 3 2 - 0 5 6 7

Fax: (508) 393-5222
.  e-mai l :  s taf f@goal .org

37 P ierce  St ree t ,  P .O.  Box  567 .
P h o n e :  ( 5 0 8 )  3 9 3 - 5 3 3 3  .

V / e b  s i t e :  h t t p : / / w w w . g o a l . o r g

The Honorable Deval Patrick
Govemor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
State House
Boston, MA 02133

Dear Covemor Patrick.

we are concemed about a grave breach of the public trust that is occurring in the unlikely,place of the town

of Chester, Massachusetts. The enclosed articli from the Country Journal ofNovember f, 2007' indicates

the Police Department is requesting "all town residents to register their firearms with their department'"

Govemor, they have no statutory authority to do so!

The sole statutory authority entrusted with firearms ownership records is the criminal History systems

Board. There are numerous ret'erences to sending records ofpurchases to that entity. The only time the

police chiefis specifically authorized to have thJse records ii in the case oflost, stolen, or recovered

firearms.

. Chapter 140, $123, conditions ofa firearms dealer's license:

o "Fifth, That the licensee shall submit a record of all sales, rentals and.leases.forthwith

atthetimeofsuchsale,rentalorleaseviaelectroniccommunicationlinktothe
executive director of the criminal history systems board' "

r Chapter 140, $128A, concerning private sales between licensed parties:

o i'prouided, 
Turther,-tiat such resident reports within seven days' in writing to the

executive dirictor'of the uiminal history systems board on forms futnished by said

executive director," 
"

oChapter l40,$l2sB,regardingpurchasesof longgunsfromdealersoutofstate '
o ,.shalt within sevei'days after receiving such firearm, rifle,,shotgun or machine gun,

report, in i:riting, to t'he i"ecutivn diritor of the timinal history rystems board"' "

r And finally, Chapter I 40, $ 1 29C, regarding loss, tlreft or recovery of firearms'

o ,,A seller shalli within siven diys, report all such transfers to the executive director of

the criminal history systems bo'ard according to the provisions set forth in section one

hundred aid twe"ty-iignt 'a, antl in the case of loss' theft or ,recovery.of 
any firearm'

,i1t", ,notguo o, ,*"h\nn gun, a similar report shatl be mad.e fortltwith.to hoth the

executiveTirector of the iiminal history iystems board and the licensing authority in

the city or town where the owner resides'"

urge you to contact the town of Chester to urge them to stop this unlawful practice

However, we fear that the damage, in terms oi citizen trust in the govemment, has already

allace
cutlve

Chester Police DePafiment

Governor, we
immediately.
been done.

A t { i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R i f l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a

Director
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